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HYLAND LAKES PARISH NEWS 
August 2018 

Elcho Congregational UCC/Kempster Congregational UCC 

No matter who you are or where you are on  

life's journey you are welcome here! 

 
PASTOR’S CORNER 

Our competence is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of 
a new covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills,                               

but the Spirit gives life. 2 Corinthians 3:5b-6 
 

Sunday, June 29, 2014 was my first Sunday as your pastor. The fourth 
anniversary of my ordination was the previous Sunday, June 22nd. None of 

you were present at my ordination, but it was an awesome service. I chose 
the minister who preached the sermon, I chose who read the scripture and 

what scripture would be read. I chose all of the music. We sang “Lord of the 
Dance” and “Here I Am, Lord.”  

I was asked if I am persuaded that God has called me to be an 

ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ, and if I am ready with the 
help of God to enter this ministry and to serve faithfully in it. I responded 

that I was. 
Then I entered into a public covenant with God. These are the questions I 

was asked and the promises I made to God, in front of all clergy and lay 
people present: 
 

1. Do you, with the church throughout the world, hear the word of God in 

the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and do you accept the 
word of God as the rule of Christian faith and practice? 

This means I have to pay attention to ALL of the scriptures, not just 
the parts I like best. I am to follow as best I can understand ALL of the 

scriptures, even when they seem to contradict each other or say things 
I really don’t want to do. 

2. Do you promise to be diligent in your private prayers and in reading 
the scriptures, as well as in the public duties of your office? 

This means I have promised to pray for every person in the church, for 
every situation in the church both the local and wider church, and I 

have promised to do the expected parts of this call to be a minister. 

3. Will you be zealous in maintaining both the truth of the gospel and the 
peace of the church, speaking the truth in love? 

My continued study of the scriptures is to lead me to hold to the truth 
of the gospel and to try to hold the church together in peace. I am to 

speak God’s truth as I understand it, with love, not condemning people 
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for their sins, but helping them to realize forgiveness and to live 
together in peace in spite of their sins. 

4. Will you be faithful in preaching and teaching the gospel, in 
administering the sacraments and rites of the church, and in exercising 

pastoral care and leadership? 
I am to follow our Book of Worship and denominational practices as I 

preach and teach the gospel of Christ. I am to study what others have 
written in regards to interpreting the scriptures and I am to preach the 

message God leads me to bring to those listening. I am to provide 
pastoral care to those who require it and provide leadership to the 

church. I am to provide guidance and allow others to join in leadership 
as they are called. 

5. Will you keep silent all confidences shared with you? 
I am to listen to whatever anyone chooses to share with me about 

themselves or others without letting anyone else know.  

6. Will you seek to regard all people with equal love and concern and 
undertake to minister impartially to the needs of all? 

As long as I am the minister for this parish, I will provide care and 
concern and love to each and every one of you. When your request or 

need my care, I am 100% your pastor. When others need that same 
level of care and concern, I am 100% their pastor. It doesn’t matter 

whether you are my biggest supporter or the one I seldom see or hear 
from, I am your pastor, and I pray for you every single day. 

7. Do you accept the faith and order of the United Church of Christ; and 
will you, as an ordained minister in this communion, ecumenically 

reach out toward all who are in Christ and show Christian love to 
people of other faiths and people of no faith? 

This is why I do funerals and weddings for people who are not church 
members and who may not even be Christians. This is why I say “No 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here.” This is why my circle of friends and colleagues includes 
a wide variety of Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, and 

Atheists. We are all God’s children, worthy of love and acceptance. 
 All these things are a part of the covenant I made with God, a 

covenant that I take very seriously. Each day I try to uphold it. Sometimes I 
don’t quite make it. I give thanks that each day with God offers a new 

beginning, a new opportunity for me to get it right. I appreciate all prayers 
for my journey with you because I wasn’t born a minister so I need all the 

help I can get. In the meantime, know that I am praying for YOUR success 
too! 

 
Blessings, 

         Dana 
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Our churches are so blessed by God through our members and friends. We 
have wonderful musicians who add so much to our weekly worship. Lisa 

often sings at well for us at Kempster. Elcho’s choir is making beautiful 
music to the Lord as well. In July we had Anna Raye Klopfer as a soloist as 

well. 
Our ushers and deacons make sure the background work is done: like 

setting up communion, changing paraments, and welcoming everyone. 
Our council members do the day-to-day business of the church, from making 

sure our accounts balance and our funds are spent appropriately to 
discussing and offering solutions for issues that face us. 

Our building and grounds folks keep the grass cut, flowers watered and 
weeded, and church buildings and parsonage maintained.  

Women’s Fellowship members support local mission efforts like funeral 
dinners and our backpack giveaway, assist with dinners at the Pavilion, and 

raise funds for the church budget through the Rummage Sale and Brat Barns 

as well as purchase items the church needs that are not in the budget. They 
also support a girl named Maria from Guatemala.  

The Men’s Club operates the Pavilion, with dinners and rentals for weddings 
and parties so they can pay the mortgage payments for the Pavilion. During 

the summer months they host Music in the Park as a community service. 
They also schedule two highway clean-up days each year and support local 

groups. 
The Christian Education Committee at Elcho plans Messy Church. This 

program’s purpose is to provide multi-generational Christian Education to 
the church and community. For this to be as successful as possible, we need 

other people in the church to come and participate. This group also plans the 
Adult Bible/Book Study. We welcome any suggestions for that group and any 

suggestions for new groups which may be long or short term in nature. 
Our Grief Support program is awesome. This community group serves any 

who come, to help them work through issues of grief. We learn that it is 

normal to grieve and to reach out for help. Grief does not have a specific 
pattern or time-line. Sometimes grief begins with a diagnosis, long before 

the loved one’s death. Anniversaries and birthdays tend to be tough for 
years after a death. 

Many of you donate food to the food pantry and school supplies for the 
backpack giveaway and support these efforts with your time. This shows 

members of the community that we are people who truly care for “the least 
of these.” In the four years I have been in this parish, I have seen the love 

of Christ in action through you, in a time when so many non-churched 
people think otherwise.  
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Every church is faced with problems of some kind. I give thanks every day 
for those of you who work to be part of the solution to those problems that 

could easily divide us. 
We have a dedicated group of people who prepare the newsletter for 

distribution each month. This gives me more time to do other things that I 
need to be doing. 

Every week our bulletin contains a list of people we know about who need 
our prayer. The most current list is also in the newsletter each month. The 

list is by no means exhaustive as some do not let us know of their needs. I 
give thanks for each of you who pray for those listed, even if you aren’t sure 

who it is (they may be from either church or friends or family) or what their 
needs are (God knows). Please pray regularly for each one listed and for the 

health and ministry of both of our churches. 

 

FAQ: Faith Allows Questions! 

What sermon themes or topics have been most helpful to you and 

your faith life? 
 

Is there a bible verse or section of the bible that you would to hear a 
sermon on?  

 
What might be a sermon topic you that you would be inclined to 

invite a friend? 
 

The most important issues facing me personally are… 
 

The most important issues facing the church are… 
 

The most important issues facing our community/world… 
 

These questionnaires are also available at church. Please record your 

responses, add your name (so I can let you know when I will preach on your 
question/topic) and e-mail me, put it in the offering plate, or put in my 

mailbox at Elcho.  

                                    TIME FOR FUN!                                                                                          
We are looking for a new opportunity to help us work and/or play together 
as a community of faith. Please send any ideas you might have to Pastor 

Dana’s e-mail or put it in her mail box. Once we have a list of ideas we will 
have everyone vote for their favorite. In other churches I’ve been a part of 

we’ve had game nights at church, gone to ball games, had picnics, done 

workdays at church camp, and done retreats. The possibilities are endless! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

BIBLE STUDY 
We are currently discussing Sr. Joan Chittister’s book The Gift of Years: 

Growing Older Gracefully. Come join us on Mondays at 1:30 p.m. to join the 
discussion. We read the short chapters during our time together, so feel free 

to drop in. We are on track to end this book on August 13th. We are 
considering what we would like to do next. All ideas are welcome 

 

MESSY CHURCH 
Our new year will begin in September. We would like to invite EVERYONE to 

attend. There will be hands-on activities for children, discussion activities for 
adults (or they can choose to do the activities with the younger set) and 

dinner. We will begin at 4:30 p.m. and finish up at 6:00 p.m. Come join us 
and bring your friends! 

 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Dave Schindler has done an awesome job of creating our PowerPoint slides 
and operating the system in church. Now we need some other folks to help 

with the production and operating so that these things still happen when 

Dave is out of town or needs a break. Please let Dave know if you are willing 
to learn how to do this. 

We also need one or more person(s) to help with updating our website and 
Facebook page. Both are easy to do. They require a minimal but consistent 

time commitment. 

 
GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 
Grief and loss are a part of life. Sometimes we think we have finished but 
then an anniversary comes or something reminds us of the loss again. Our 

next meeting is on August 4th from 10 am-12 noon. This group is free and 
open to the community. Sue Mackowski, Bereavement Specialist and 

Consultant will lead the group. For additional information call her at 715-
275-5399 or Pastor Dana at 715-610-1888. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS                                                                                   
We will meet on Wednesday, August 1st at 1:00 p.m. at Elcho. All ladies of 

both churches are welcome as well as any visitors.                                                                                                                                                                                       
Brat Barns                                                                              
We have done two Brat Barns already, and will donate all proceeds to Elcho’s 

church budget. Thanks to all who worked those days, baked items to sell, 
invited friends and family, and bought items.  Our next two Brat Barn dates 
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will be Friday, August 10th and Friday, August 24th. All proceeds will go to 
the Elcho church budget. All members are encouraged to help in whatever 

way they can for these all-church events. We ask that those who bake 
donate breads, pies, cakes, cookies, etc. Please pray for our success.                                                                           

Backpack Giveaway                                                                          
Be on the lookout for raffle tickets for a Packer’s autographed football, a 

voucher for two Club Level Brewers Game Tickets, and a Double Bobble 

Head from the Brewers! Raffle proceeds will go to the backpack fund. The 
school supply list is in the weekly bulletin and below. If you find a good sale 

on pricier items like backpacks or find large quantities of something on the 

list, keep the receipt and we can reimburse you. 

  SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST 

Colored pencils 

Large glue sticks 

Large box of Kleenex 

Container disinfecting wipes 

Box gallon Ziploc bags 

Box quart Ziploc bags 

Chisel Tip Expo Markers 

Wide ruled loose leaf paper 

Large Pink erasers 

 

Black dry erase markers 

Dry erase markers-fine point 

6 pack (or more) dry erase markers 

Earbuds 

Deodorant--unscented 

Pens—blue, black 

Pencils 

Band-Aids 

MEN’S CLUB NEWS                                                                             
The Men’s Club met July 22nd and elected some new members to the board 
of directors/officers. Other items were discussed with decisions to be 

forthcoming. We continue to encourage everyone to attend meals and 

activities scheduled at the pavilion and bring friends. Word of mouth is the 
best advertisement!                                                                                        

Friday Fish Fry                                                                      
This month’s Friday Fish Fry will be on August 10th, with fried or baked fish, 

shrimp, fries, coleslaw and Culvers’ frozen custard. Doors open at 4:00 p.m. 
with dinner service beginning at 5:00 p.m. Cost is $10-$12 depending on 

your choice of meal.                                                                                           

End of the Month Dinner                                                                                                                         
Come join us for our Seventh Annual Pulled Pork Dinner on August 29th. The 

meal will include sweet potato or regular fries, corn on the cob, salad bar, 
dessert, and coffee. Doors open at 4:00 p.m., serving begins at 5:00 p.m. 

Cost is $12.00.                                                                                                
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Music in the Park                     
Music in the Park schedule for August:                                                                             

Wednesday, August 1st with Fran the Piano Man. There is no admission 
charge, but we will pass the hat. Bring your chair/blanket and sunscreen and 

enjoy the music at the Elcho Community Pavilion at 6:30 p.m. Food for the 
evening will be our Annual Ice Cream Social. We will serve brats and sloppy 

joes for the meal with pies and ice cream for dessert. We will need pies and 

volunteers to help out, so watch for the sign-up sheet in church or call Sue 
Brautigam at (715) 401-0123. Food sales start at 5:00 p.m.            

Wednesday, August 15th we will have Joe & Janice Marie. Food sales will 
begin at 5:30 and music will begin at 6:30.                                         

Wednesday, August 29th we will have Bobby Vintage performing at 6:30 

with the Pulled Pork Dinner beginning at 5:00.                

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
Come join us for the Elcho Area Community Food Pantry Fundraiser on 

Saturday, August 18th from 3-9 p.m. at the Elcho Clubhouse. We will have 
live music by Bobby Vintage from 4-8 p.m. There will be a 50/50 Raffle, 

Bucket Raffles, Silent Auction Items and much more! The Grand Prize Raffle 
will be a $250 Gift Certificate to North Trail. Sandwiches & the fixin’s will be 

available and drinks are available at the bar. For more information call 715-
487-4412, 715-275-3610 or 480-216-7388. 

 

 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Canned Pasta (Ravioli)  Canned Fruit  Pasta 

Peanut Butter   Soup    Toothpaste 
Bar Soap    Toilet Paper   Paper Towels 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE 
Funds for the church website are not part of the church budget. We are 

currently paying $35 per month for this service. If you would like to donate 
toward this way to connect with those outside of the church, please mark 

your offering “for the church website.” If you haven’t done so already, check 
out the website at elchokempsterucc.org  

Our Facebook page is Hyland Lakes Parish. You can find announcements as 
well as sermons posted there. This page is for anyone who is looking for 

information about us.  
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                             AUTOMATION UPDATE                                           
We have new email addresses at:                                        

moderator@elchokempsterucc.org Currently Jeff Avery                                       
pastor@elchokempsterucc.org Currently Pastor Dana                                        

clerk@elchokempsterucc.org Currently Gladys Miller                                    
office@elchokempsterucc.org Currently Sue Brautigam                                                                 

support@elchokempsterucc.org Currently David Schindler 

The Church Council requests that all email Church correspondence with the 

individuals above be through the new email addresses so that the 

correspondence can be retained.  

It’s requested that all official digital information be forwarded to 

support@elchokempsterucc.org to be stored and access to the information 

assigned. If you have questions or need further information contact David 

Schindler.  

PRAYER LISTPRAYER LIST 

Bernie   Carol    Deborah                                                                      
Philip    Janet        Bev                                                   

Owen    Don’s Family  Russ                                                                            
Diver Family  Sellmeyer Family  Gabby                             

Lynch/Krucznik Families Tyler                    Tricia                                                   
Urban Family           Geri    Rod                                

Andy                        Peter            Kim                                         
Patti           Ed                         Barb                                               

Hunter & Janet             Rinald & Family        John                                                     

Tom & Vi                     Anderson Family        BJ                                        
Brendemuehl Family Marie                         Alex                                              

Kramer Family  Messy Church           Warren                                                                  
Shut Ins   Our Enemies                Elected Officials                               

First Responders        Service Members  Those with addictions                            
Our Churches   Those who are anxious                                            

Those who are depressed                                                                                                                                        
Those living in violence                                                                                                   

Pastor Dana, as she leads    

 

If you or someone else in the parish is sick or hospitalized please be sure to 

let me know. I am more than happy to visit. Hospitals cannot contact 

pastors unless patients specifically tell them to due to privacy rights. 
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Have we sung your favorite song lately? I have a variety of hymnals so I 
have access to music that isn’t in our hymnal. 

 

                                     HOLY HUMOR                                                                
A young woman brought her fiancé home to meet her parents. After dinner, 

her mother told her father to find out about the young man. The father 

invited the fiancé to his study for a talk. 

'So what are your plans?' the father asked the young man.  

‘I am a biblical scholar,' he replied.                                                                                

'A Biblical scholar. Hmmm,' the father said. 'Admirable, but what will you do 

to provide a nice house for my daughter to live in?'                                                           

'I will study,' the young man replied, 'and God will provide for us.'                                

'And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she 

deserves?' asked the father.                                                                                         

'I will concentrate on my studies,' the young man replied, 'God will provide 

for us.'                                                                                                                                 

'And children?' asked the father. 'How will you support children?'                                     

'Don't worry, sir, God will provide,' replied the fiancé.                                                              

The conversation proceeded like this, and each time the father questioned, 

the young idealist insisted that God would provide.                                                     

Later, the mother asked, 'How did it go, Honey?'                                                                                

The father answered, 'He has no job and no plans, and he thinks I'm God!'1  

1Inspirational Christian Connection 
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COVENANT OF CONDUCT FOR ELCHO 
In order for the congregation and the Church Council to deal effectively 
with various church issues, the following guidelines are to be followed: 

1. All members affirm their right to express their opinions about the life 
and ministry of the congregation. 

 
2. The congregation operates with a direct democracy form of 

government that allows members to share their opinions directly with 
the pastor, Church Council, other boards and committees, and at 

congregational meetings. 
 

3. When members of the congregation express an opinion to a member 
of the Church Council or staff, the Council or staff person shall ask, 

“What would you like me to do with this information?”  

 
4. If the member desires to have the information transmitted to the 

Church Council or staff, the member shall be invited to bring the 
information/opinion to the next Church Council meeting. The time and 

date shall be provided. 
 

5. If the member does not wish to appear in person, the Church Council 
or staff member shall ask the member to use their name in reporting. 

If permission is not given, The Council or staff person shall respond 
by saying, “I’m sorry, but I will not be able to report this to the 

Church Council or staff since we do not deal with anonymous letters 
or comments.” 

 
6. If permission is given, the Church Council or staff person shall report 

the information/opinion to the Council and use the member’s name. 

 
7. At his/her discretion, a Church Council or staff member may ask that 

the member refer this issue to another Council or staff person for 
presentation. 

 
8. Each issue shall be placed on the agenda if presented at a Church 

Council meeting and written in the minutes along with the action 
taken by the Council. Action may include: “Received as information,” 

“Pastor and/or moderator to visit member and report at next 
meeting,” etc. 

 
9. Opinions may be shared in writing with the Church Council and staff 

and shall be handled in the above mentioned manner if the letter or 

statement is signed. 
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August 2018 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 
8:15 am    
Ageless 

Aerobics  

1:00 pm 

Women’s 

Fellowship (E) 

5:30 

Ice Cream 

Social/ Music In 

The Park (P) 

 

2 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

 

3 
8:15 am        
Ageless 

Aerobics  

 

4 
10:00 am 

Grief  

Support 

 

5 

WORSHIP 
8:45 a.m. 

Kempster 

10:30 am  

Elcho 

Communion 

6 

8:15 am       
Ageless 

Aerobics  

1:30 pm 

Bible Study 

 

7 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

1:30 pm 

Book Club 

7:00 pm 

AA 

 

8 
8:15 am    
Ageless 

Aerobics  

1:00 pm 

Women’s 

Fellowship (E) 

6:00 pm 

Church  

Council (E) 

9 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

 

 

10 
8:15 am        
Ageless 

Aerobics 

9:00-3:00   

Brat Barn (E) 

4:00 pm 

Fish Fry (P) 
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WORSHIP 
8:45 am 

Kempster 

10:30 am 

Elcho                        

13 
8:15 am       
Ageless 

Aerobics  

1:30 pm 

Bible Study 

 

 

14 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

7:00 pm 

AA 

 

15 
8:15 am    
Ageless 

Aerobics 

5:30 pm              

Music In The 

Park (P) 

16  
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

 

 

17 
8:15 am        
Ageless 

Aerobics  

 

18 
3-9 p.m. 

Food Pantry 

Fund Raiser 

Clubhouse

 

19 

WORSHIP 
8:45 am 

Kempster 

10:30 am 

Elcho    

 
Pastor at 

camp 

20 
8:15 am       
Ageless 

Aerobics  

 

 
                       

Pastor at 

camp 

21 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

7:00 pm 

AA 

 

 

Pastor at 

camp 

22 
8:15 am     
Ageless 

Aerobics 

 

 

 

Pastor at  

camp 

          23 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

 
 

 

 

Pastor at 

camp 

24 
8:15 am        
Ageless 

Aerobics        

9:00-3:00      

Brat Barn (E) 

     25 

2:00-4:00 pm   

Backpack 

Giveaway (E) 

 

26 

WORSHIP 
8:45 am 

Kempster  

10:30 am  

Elcho 

 

27 
8:15 am        
Ageless 

Aerobics  

1:30 pm 

Bible Study 

 

28 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

7:00 pm 

AA 

 

 

 

 

29 
8:15 am     
Ageless 

Aerobics 

5:00 pm 

Pulled Pork 

Dinner/Music In 

The Park (P) 

 

30 
9:30 am 

Fun & Fit 

 

 

 

31 
8:15 am        
Ageless 

Aerobics         
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